r 
K . u. L Sula u 


p 
” of 


8 By the King. 


— 


| r 


A Proclamation for lurors. 


S it isa principall part of our Kingly Office, to adminiſter Iuſtice 


confirmed : So wee concetue, that we may and tuſtly thus farre 


r — — 26to be e to our ſelſe, and like 

to repoꝛt our not onely to our Pztuce Counſell, (Which are ac- 

\ j| quainted with our moze ſecret cares and cogitations) and our Judges 
75 and Counſell at Law ( with whom wee haue had moze frequent confe- 
4 F rence,thenPzinces fozmerly haue vſed) but generally allo to all other our 
Subtects , in regard of ſame our publique actions , in 

Dl theſe peeres of our ( ſtanding Wee could not bee at 


our firſt entrance ſo well d, as now wee are, inthe Lawes and 
Cuſtomes of this our Realme ) wee haue not ererciſed and employed our Pzincely care , power 
and meanes, fo2 the furtherance and aduancement of Yuſtice duety and ſpeedily to bee admini⸗ 
ſtred to all our louing Subtects. Foꝛ it appeareth, that wee haue to that — — 
creaſe the number of dur Judges in our pꝛintipall Beuches, haue endeuoured to moderate ſome difs 
ferences and contentions amongſt our Courts in point of Juriſdittion to auopd double veration of 
Suits, and haue from time to time, in perſon giuen moꝛe trait charge # admonitton to our Judges 
befoze their Circuits and viſitations, and recetued againe from them moze ſtrait accompts#repozts 
at their returnes then hath bene heretofozeaccuſtomed. And as we haue bene thus carefull concer- 
ning our Courts, and Judges ofthe Law: So map we in no Wiſe onnt to extend our Paincely care 
to perſons of another condition, on whom gh they be not to be termed Judges) there lyeth a 
paincipall part of Judicature : which are thoſe , who by the cuſtome of the Kealme are called Ju- 
roꝛs, which ſerue to try and decide the iſſues # points of fact in all tontrouerſies and cauſes, A mat⸗ 
ter no leſſe impoꝛtant tothe ſunme of Juſtice, then the true and iuditious expoſition ofthe Lawes 
themſelues. Foꝛ euen that Judgement which was giuen b 3 — 
mended in the Scriptures not anylearned on ofthe Law, but a wiſe ſiftinganderamt- 
nation ofthe fact, where teſtimonte was obſcure and failed. To which ſozt of perſons allo the Law 
ofthis our Realme doeth aſcribe ſuch truſtandconfdence, as it doeth not lo abſolutely tye them to 
zoofes pꝛoduced, but that it leaueth both ſupply of Teſtimonte, and the diſcer- 
conſciences and bnderſtanding 


dentes and 
= Leſtimonietothe Juries . 
this pꝛoteeding —— — 


ning and credit ot 
But here withall we conſider with our ſelues, 

ancient Lawes and Cuſtomes ofthis our Illand of Great Bzitaine,and and ſingular 
vnto it, in regard ok other Nations) as it is an extellent inſtitution in it ſelfe, ſoneuertheleſſeitis then 
laudable and good, when thoſe perſons , Which ſerue vpon the ſaid Juries, are men ol uch qualitie, 
credit vnderſtanding, as are woꝛthy to be truſted with lo great a as to try mens liues good 
names, lands and — — 22 world. Wheretn we cannot but ob- 
ſerue, and highly commend the wiledome ofthe Lawes of this our Realme (taking them in their 
owne nature, befoze abuſes crept in) which haue in this point ſo well pꝛouided. Foꝛ as inthetriall 
of any Peere of this Realme, the Law doeth not admit any to paſſe vpon him but Peeres : Som 
the triall of any of the Commons (which the Law beholdeth but as one body ) thereds no perſon 
whatſoeuer of that body by rule of Law exempted, in reſpect of his qualitie and degree onely, from 
the ſeruice vpon Yuries: Whereas oo the — the Law = — _ none — 
tept he haue a tertaine pꝛopoꝛtion of Freehold, not with , Lim abuſe 
— the eſtimation ofthis ſeruite. and altered the ble thereof as Sheriffs, Underſheriffes,Bati- 


liffes,and other inferiour Piniſters,do not onely ſpare Gentlemenofqualitie, in a kinde ofawe,and 


bnwillingneſſe to offend them, but do like wife fo: lucre,gaine and reward, fozbeare toreturne many 
of the ableſt and fitteſt perſons; So that the ſeruice oftentimes reſteth vpon ſuch as are either 
ſimple andignozant, and almoſt at a gaze in any cauſe of difficultie,oz elſe vpon thoſe that are ſo ac. 
tuſtomed and inured to paſſe and ſerue vpon Juries, as they haue almoſt loſt that tenderneſſe of 
Conſcience , which in caſes is to bee wiſhed, and make the ſeruice, as it were an occupation 


and pꝛactiſe. 


to our people, by Which our Crowne and Scepter is alſo eſtabliſhed and 


— —— — — 
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Upon theſe grounds therefoze, and vpon aduiſe taken with our pꝛuy Councell andconference 
with our Judges and Conntell at Law, we haue reſotued to give ſome remedy totholeabuſes, 
aud to reſtoze the fozme oftryalsim this our Realme of tothe ancient integrity and credit, 
as much as in vs lyeth. And therefoꝛe we doe hereby publiſh and declare to all our louing 

tects, that they take light from vs of the greatnes of this ſerutce,and that 
utie doe put away that vaine e vntrue tonteit that they are — — dilgraced, oꝛ 

they be called vpon oꝛ vſed in this part of Juſtite, to be tryers ofthe fact , Knowing that all Yudge- 
ment is Gods paincipally, and by him committed vnto vs within the Pzecinct ofour 
as his Miniſter vpon Earth, to whom like wile they are ſubozdinate. And we doe line wile charge 
und command all our Judges, Juſtices, Sheriffes, Underſheriffes,Bayliffesand others to 
it may appertaine, Totake knowledge that this is our expꝛeſſe Mill and pleaſure, That all 
which haue Freehold, accozding to the Law, ſhall be returned to ſerne Juries, as occaſion 
ſhallrequire. Fo allo that they vſe a reſpett, that the ſame perſons be not toooften returned 
and troubled, but that the ſeruice may reſt moze equally and indifferently vpon the whole body of 
ſufficient Freeholders in euery County, the one to eaſe and relieue the other, and that there be a 
diſcretion vſed, as well in returning the moſt pzincipall Perſons vponthe greateſt cauſes, as in ſoz- 
ting men of quality with their equals, as neere as may be. 


exemption by 
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by Us,ſhall concerning our 


| Heires 
ſours,as our ſubietts. AU which we haue thought fit to notifie by this our Pzoclamation, 


Giuen at our Honour of Hampton Court the fifth day of October, in the fifth 
yeere ofour Reigne of Great Britaine, France and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 


Imprinted at London by Robert Barker, 


Printer to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
> ANNO DOM. 1607. 
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Apontheſe grounds therekoꝛe, and vpon aduiſe taken with our pziny Countell, and conferente 
with our Judges and Countell at Law, we haue reſotued to —. — remedy to thoſe abuſes, 
aud to reſtoꝛe the foꝛme oktryals in this our Realme of England, to the ancient and credit, 
as much as in vs lyeth. And therefoꝛe we doe hereby publiſh and declare to all our louing Sub- 
ects, that they take light from vs of the greatnes of this ſeruice,and that the Gentlemenofbeſt qua- 
litieDoc put away that vaine # vntrue tonceit that they are any wayes diſgraced, o2diſeſteemed,f 
they be called vpon oꝛ vled in this part of Juſtite, to be tryers of the fact, Knowing that all Yudge- 
ment is Gods pzincipally, and by him committed vnto vs within the Pzecinet of our 8 
as his Miniſter vpon Earth, to whom like wiſle they are ſubozdinate. And we doe like 
und command all our Judges, Juſtices, Sheriſtes, Underſheriffes,Bayliffesand others to 
it may appertaine, To take knowledge that this is our expꝛeſſe Mill and pleaſure, That all 
which haue Freehold,accozdingto the Law , ſhall be returned to ſerne — — as occaſion 
ſhall require. —— 2 they vle a reſpett, that the ſame perſons be not too often returned 
and troubled, but that the ſeruice may reſt moze equally and in ently vpon the whole body of 
ſufficient Freeholders in every County, the one to eaſe and reliene the other, and that there be a 
diſcretion vſed, as well in returning the moſt pzincipall Perſons vpon the greateſt cauſes, as in ſoz- 
tingmen of quality with theirequals,as neere as may be. 


And now that we haue thus declared our earneſt care and ʒeale foꝛ the furtherance of Juſtice in 
this kinde, ſeeing it hath beene vſuall foꝛ Sgeriffes and other Miniſters( to whom it appertaines)to 
fo:beare the returning of diuers perſons in reſpett that they were ſonnes to Peeres of our Realme, 
02 men of extraoꝛdinary place and calling, which we haue no way miſliked, and do well allow: In · 
tending like wiſe that ſuch, and ſo conuentent reſpect be vſed particularly to our Juſtites of peace, 
in regard of the place they Hold, and their continuall imployments,as they may be nooftner vſedin 
ſeruites ofthat nature, then ſhalbe neceſſary: And fozaſmuch as wee doe well conſider that it may 
ſo fall out many tinies, that diuers perſons beſides thoſe aboue named, and ſuch other as the Lawe 
foꝛ naturall impotencie diſpenſeth withall in an oꝛdinary tourſe, may likewiſe be found meete to bee 
foꝛbome in thele ſeruites: Me doe hereby declare, that Me are alſo reſolued by vertue of our Pzero- 
gatiue( and attoꝛding to the ancient pꝛeſidents of our oꝛs) to graunt ſpetiall exemption y 
our Letters Patents to ſome ſuch perſons, and vpon ſuch cauſes as we ſhall iuſt and 
reaſonable,not meaning from hentefooꝛth to leaue it in the po 
les afoꝛeſayd, to doe that which is one ly pꝛoper to o | 
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ſo to bee made by Us, ſhall extend alwell to all cauſes concerning our our Heires and Duccel- 
ſours, as our ſubtects. All Which we haue thought fit to notifie by this our Pzoclamation, 


Giuen at our Honour of Hampton Court the fifth day of October, in the fifth 
yeere ofour Reigne of Great Britaine, France and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 


I Imprinted at London by Robert Barker, 


Printer to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
ANNO DOM. 1607. 


